Humoral factors in chronic heart failure. A review.
In chronic heart failure, dysregulation of sympathetic nerve system activity and of release of several neurohormones is present. Increased plasma levels of circulating hormones together with other factors have a negative influence on myocardial beta adrenergic receptors and induce cardiac hypertrophy with myocardial fibrosis. ACE inhibitors possess an ability to reverse these phenomena. An endogenous factor with an ACE inhibitory ability was isolated from the bovine left ventricular myocardium.